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REMARKS 

Dear Sir: 

This correspondence is responsive to the Office Action mailed January 14, 2008 for the 
above-referenced case. In that Office Action, Claim 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C.102(e) over 
Allen-Rouman (US PG Pub. No. 2002/015216). Claim 1 requires "increasing the balance in a 
virtual financial account each time an actual credit purchase is made to create a virtual reserve 
for budgeting payment of the credit source." Unlike prior personal financial budgeting systems, 
the present invention does not merely incrementally increase the balance in a financial account 
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when a deposit transaction is made and withdraw or reduce the balance when a purchase is made, 
but also notes when a credit purchase is made and instead of only debiting one of the virtual 
accounts containing the category of item which was purchased, also credits a separate account 
reserved for the payment of the credit source upon receipt of the credit source bill. This is not 
taught in the Allen-Rouman reference which is for an online funds transfer method. The Allen- 
Rouman reference is directed to a process for transferring funds in an online transaction between 
a first party and a second party. In contradistinction, the present invention involves budgeting 
and tracking purchases against that budget. This not taught in Allen-Rouman as a budget is not 
necessary for an online funds transfer method. As the user of the present invention establishes a 
budget and budgetary categories, the present invention automatically aggregates transactions that 
have occurred in the period since the last aggregation. This is automatic in that no transaction 
triggers the aggregation. This is not true for the Allen-Rouman reference wherein a transaction 
triggers any action that is taken. Although in a broad sense the Allen-Rouman reference may 
teach allocating financial account transactions to virtual accounts, those virtual accounts to not 
correspond to budgetary categories overlaid upon an actual financial account as set forth in 
Claim 1 . As a result, although Allen-Rouman in general describes one aspect of one element of 
Claim 1, it does not teach any of the other elements. For the same reasons, Claim 4 is not 
anticipated. 

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 U.S.C.102 (e) as being anticipated by Kleckner (U.S. PG 
Pub. No. 2002/0174066). Kleckner teaches a method and apparatus for automating the process 
of settling financial transactions which operates by receiving a trade record specifying previously 
agreed to details of the financial transaction between a first party and a second party. The system 
is used to ensure that funds are available to complete a financial transaction. As such, it does not 



